THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

militia/' he said elsewhere, "depends entirely upon
the prospects of the day. If favorable they throng
in to you ; if not, they will not move."

To make matters worse, politics were allowed to
play a prominent part in the selection of officers,
and Washington complained that "the different
States [were], without regard to the qualifications of
an officer, quarrelling about the appointments, and
nominating such as are not fit to be shoeblacks, from
the attachments of this or that member of Assembly."
As a result, so he wrote of New England, "their
officers are generally of the lowest class of the peo-
ple; and, instead of setting a good example to their
men, are leading them into every kind of mischief,
one species of which is plundering the inhabitants,
under the pretence of their being Tories/1 To this
political motive he himself would not yield, and a
sample of his appointments was given when a man
was named "because he stands unconnected with
either of these Governments ; or with, this, or that or
tother man; for between you and me there is more
in this than you can easily imagine," and he asserted
that "I will not have any Gentn. introduced from
family connexion, or local attachments, to the preju-
dice of the Service." . '

To misbehaving soldiers Washington showed little
mercy. In his first service he had deserters and
plunderers "flogged/' and threatened that if he could
"lay hands" on one particular culprit, "I would try
the effect of. 1000 lashes/' At another time he had
"a Gallows near 40 feet high erected (which has
terrified the rest exceedingly) and I am determinedd to stayessfully at Trenton, or than that which was
